
Racial Unity Prayer of Reconciliation 
 

Fa the r  God ,  Thank  you  fo r  you r  uncond i t i ona l  l o ve .    Thank  you  fo r  t he  l o ve

tha t  sac r i f i ced  eve r y th i ng  fo r  t he  whosoeve r .    Thank  you  fo r  r em ind ing  u s

tha t  l o ve  i s  g rea te r  t han  ha te ,  g rea te r  t han  p re j ud ice ,  g rea te r  t han  b ia s ,

g rea te r  t han  d i scomfo r t ,  and  g rea te r  t han  j u s t  one  po in t  o f  v i ew .    Love

a lways  p ro tec t s ,  a lways  t r u s t s ,  a lways  hopes ,  a lways  pe r seve res .   

 

We  want  to  con fes s  t ha t  a s  i nd i v idua l s ,  a s  a  soc ie t y ,  a s  pa r t  o f  t he  g loba l

chu rch ,  and  as  The  Sa l va t ion  A rmy  tha t  we  have  no t  a lways  re f l ec ted  you r

l o ve  fo r  a l l  peop le . . . and  we  repen t .   We  want  to  con fes s  t ha t  t he re  have

been  t imes  when  we  have  fa l l en  sho r t ;  T imes  when  we  have  been  gu i l t y  i n

ou r  t hough t s ,  ou r  wo rds ,  ou r  ac t ions ,  and  even  i n  ou r  s i l ence ;  T imes  when

we ’ ve  chosen  exc l u s i v i t y  o ve r  i nc l u s i v i t y ,  ba r r i e r s  o ve r  b r idges ,  i n -g roups

ove r  ou t -g roups ,  fam i l i a r i t y  o ve r  so l i da r i t y ,  and  apathy  ove r  conce rn .

Fo rg i ve  u s ,  Lo rd ,  and  he lp  u s  to  do  be t te r .  

 

May  we  each  a l l ow  t ime  o f  se l f -d i scove r y  a s  i nd i v idua l s ,  r ep resen ta t i ve s

o f  soc ie t y ,  and  as  pa r t  o f  The  Sa l va t ion  A rmy .   We  want  to  t hank  you  fo r

th i s  oppo r tun i t y  to  be  cha l l enged  i n  ou r  t h i n k i ng ,  cha l l enged  i n  ou r

ac t ions ,  and  cha l l enged  i n  ou r  fa i t h .   We  want  to  t hank  you  fo r  t he

rem inde r  t ha t  t r ue  reconc i l i a t i on  i s  no t  s imp l y  ev iden t  i n  ou r  know ledge .  

I t ’ s  no t  even  sa t i s f i ed  i n  ou r  ac t ions .   We  a re  no t  t r u l y  r econc i l ed  un t i l  an

apprec ia t i on  and  l o ve  fo r  you r  image  i n  a l l  r aces ,  cu l t u re s ,  and  e thn ic i t i e s

have  become ou r  i den t i t y .  Lo rd ,  we  yea rn  fo r  t r ue  and  comp le te

reconc i l i a t i on  w i th i n  ou r  commun i t i e s ,  and  w i th i n  t he  Sa l va t ion  A rmy .   

 

Ou r  p raye r ,  ou r  r eques t ,  ou r  supp l i ca t ion  i s  t ha t  we  wou ld  l ea rn  to  l o ve

and  ce leb ra te  cu l t u ra l  and  rac ia l  d i ve r s i t y ,  no t  j u s t  to le ra te  i t .   Ou r  p raye r

i s  t ha t  we  wou ld  no  l onge r  pas s  by  t he  hu r t i ng ,  t he  fo rgo t ten ,  t he

d i sen f ranch i sed ,  and  the  shamed .   Ou r  p raye r  i s  t ha t  we  wou ld  no t  j u s t

see  the  c rowd ,  bu t  t ha t  we  wou ld  see  the  i nd i v idua l .    Teach  u s  to  be  the

ne ighbo r ;  t he  one  who  has  mercy ;  t he  one  who  ex tends  g race ;  t he  one  who

inv i te s .   A s  you r  wo rd  say s ,  “Do  th i s  and  you  w i l l  l i ve ” .    Teach  me ,  teach

us ,  t each  The  Sa l va t ion  A rmy  tha t  we  –  a l l  r aces ,  a l l  cu l t u re s ,  a l l

e thn ic i t i e s  –  a re  be t te r  toge the r .   May  we  rep resen t  t he  g rea tes t  o f  a l l

commandment s  –  to  Love  God ,  and  Love  Othe r s .        

 

 Amen  
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