
HT Awareness VS HT 
Understanding

Why language and imagery matter in the real 
world



What do most people know?
How does it differ from reality? 

Why does it matter?
Reframing Human Trafficking
And a tool …… or two for you to share! 







It can happen to anyone?



Trafficking Doesn’t Happen in a Vacuum

Vulnerabilities to trafficking

Poverty

Migration

History of 
trauma/abuse

Unstable 
housing

Family 
dysfunction

Addiction

RaceClimate 
change





What this slide leaves out …..
● Likely to come from a community impacted by inequity and racism and its generational 

manifestations in our economy and our society including

● People of color

● LGBTQ+ people

● Indiginous people

● immigrants



So what’s the downside …….







“I never thought of 
myself as needing 
rescue. This was just 
my life.”

“Understanding what happened to 
you as trafficking is a really important 
part of healing. It took me 10 years to 
realize ‘hey wow, I was trafficked,’ 
because my situation was so different 
from what I had seen represented as 
trafficking.”













EXIT SCENARIOS and the RESCUE COMPLEX






